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Welcome to the 2022 Kansas Legislative Session. This is the second year of the biennium, so bills and 

resolutions from the 2021 Session carry over to the 2022 Session. In addition, new bills may be 

introduced, continuing with the numbering from last session.  

For a review of common legislative terms, please refer to the Common Legislative Terms list on 

KAC’s website or bookmark this link: https://www.kansascounties.org/legislative/common-legislative-

terms/view 

Summaries of all legislation passed during the 2021 session or special session can be found at 

www.kslegresearch.org under the Publications tab by searching the 2021 Summary of Legislation and 

2021 Legislative Highlights. There is a summary of the 2021 Special Session under the publications 

tab. You can also find helpful resources in the Legislative Briefing Book. Topics of interest covered in 

the 2020 Briefing Book include Elections and Ethics, Redistricting, State and Local Government, 

Taxation and Transportation, among others. 

What Happened This Week 

HB 2567, the County Treasurers bill on registration and title fees for vehicles passed through the House 

on a vote of 114 to 6. While this was a very good result, there is still work to be done as this moves to 

the Senate. Some members of the House felt that this was a fee increase, not understanding that these 

fees are charged because this is a state mandated service carried out by the county, and these fees 

are meant to pay for those expenses. As legislators are in their districts for a long weekend, if you see 

them it may help to talk to them about the cost of state mandated services, and how counties pay for 

that. 

HB 2531, was worked on Monday, February 21 in the House Agriculture committee. It was blessed 

(sent to an exempt committee so that it is not subject to legislative deadlines) after being passed over  

on the calendar on Wednesday prior to turnaround. In committee, there were amendments to allow for 

more time to consider applications (90 days rather than 60), as well as modifications to the application 

requirements. Participation in Kansas 811 (DigSafe) was added, as well as a notice component for 

nearby landowners. It is likely that additional amendments will be forthcoming since this bill was not run 

on the House floor prior to turnaround. Often, this happens because there are concerns about the bill, 

or because an issue that was not spotted in committee was brought up prior to the bill being run on the 

floor. 

HB 2619 did not run on the House side, and was not among the roughly three dozen bills blessed by 

the House, so it is dead for the session. The issue raised (access to compensation information) may 

not go away, however. It is important that counties be proactive in ensuring this information is easily 

available to the public.  

HCR 5022, which would make the office of County Sheriff a constitutionally elected position, was 

passed by a vote of 97 to 22.  
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KAC did not testify on SB 466, which will establish certain prohibitions on public accommodations 

related to vaccine status, as well as prohibiting governing bodies of any city or county, public officials 

of any city or county and local health officers from requiring that a person wear a face mask based on 

an epidemic or other public health reason. That hearing was cancelled. The Senate Judiciary committee 

will hold an informational hearing on Thursday, March 3 on Orders and actions by public officials related 

to vaccine passports, face mask mandates, gathering limitations, business restrictions, and religious 

gathering limitations. No hearing for SB 466 has been rescheduled. 

What’s Coming Next Week 

As mentioned above, while SB 466 has not been rescheduled, there is the informational hearing that 

will be of interest to both county commissioners and county health officers. Additionally, HB 2531 will 

likely receive additional attention in the House Agriculture committee once it is re-referred to the 

committee next week, possibly as soon as Wednesday. 

Additional bills of interest to counties that were blessed include SB 478 (lighting on wind turbines), HB 

2555 (address confirmation for voters), HB 2556 (dealing with expungement fees), HB 2593 (working 

after KPERS retirement), HB 2639 (KPERS waiting period shortened to 30 days), HB 2268 (rural loan 

incentive program), HB 2623 (rural remote workers) and HB 2701 (rural housing bond proceeds uses). 

There are a number of hearings next week of interest to counties. While the legislature is out on 

Monday, things will pick back up on Tuesday. 

On Tuesday, March 1, the Senate Federal and State Affairs Committee will hear SB 389, which deals 

with voter verified ballots. KAC continues to support the Clerks and Elections officials on elections 

related bills. 

Wednesday will be a busy day. The Senate Assessment and Taxation Committee will hear SB 509, 

which would allow for sales tax exemptions for repairing or replacing buildings destroyed by natural 

disasters. This bill will be heard at 9:30. The House Federal and State Affairs Committee will hear HB 

2715, which is a certification program for election officials. That hearing will start at 9:00. At the same 

time, the House Local Government Committee will hear HB 2676, which would allow for a code 

inspection fund to be set up by local governments. At 9:30, the Senate Ethics and Transparency 

Committee will take final action on SB 386, which deals with KORA fees. At 3:30, the House Taxation 

Committee will hear two food sales tax bills, HB 2711 and HB 2720. HB 2711 would reduce the state 

rate on food. HB 2720 would cut the state rate to 0% as of August 1, 2022. 

On Thursday, the Senate Taxation Committee will hear SB 403 at 9:30. This bill is in regards to a sales 

tax in Wilson County to support EMS services. At that same time, the Senate Local Government 

Committee will hear SB 510, which deals with vacant property. As mentioned above, at 10:30, the 

Senate Judiciary Committee will have an informational hearing on vaccine passports and mandates, 

face masks and other actions by public officials during public health emergencies. This hearing deals 

with the same subject matter as SB 466.   

Several committees have meetings “on the call of the chair” scheduled for next week. These meetings 

could be opportunities to work bills that have been blessed, or hold hearings on bills once they are 

received from their opposite chamber and referred to a committee. 

Additional bills could be added to the calendar to be worked or as blessed bills are re-referred to their 

original committees. It is likely that bills that are re-referred could have additional amendments added 

in committee to win support on the floor. Keep an eye on social media for these updates as bills start 
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to move around after Turnaround. If you have not already done so, SUBSCRIBE to KAC legislative 

alerts to stay up to date on what is going on. 

Additional Resources 

For daily information on things happening in the Legislature, follow @KansasCounties and @JayHallKS 

on Twitter. 

You can find information on the Kansas Legislature, such as daily calendars, audio links, and bill text 

at www.kslegislature.org.  

You can watch or listen to committee proceedings at: www.sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/ 

Harmony/en/View/Calendar/ or by following the Kansas Legislature on YouTube. 

2022 Legislative deadlines can be found at: 

http://kslegislature.org/li/documents/2022_calendar_deadline.pdf 
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